
Oregon’s Smoke Alarm Law 
ORS 479.257A 

 
***IMPORTANT*** These smoke alarms MUST replace your existing alarms before you 

close escrow! 
As of January 1, 2002, the Oregon Smoke Alarm Requirements went into effect. Ionization smoke alarms that include a hush feature 
and, if solely battery-powered, a ten-year battery, are required when a dwelling is sold. Additionally, smoke alarms need to be 
installed according to Oregon building code and Administrative Rules. 
 
Here are some tips on identifying smoke detectors and excerpts from the rules: 
 
Hush Button Feature 

 Required on all units 
 Is it a self-resetting type? Hush Button can only be silenced for a maximum period of 15 minutes. 

 If you remove the cover to silence the unit, it is not a Hush Button unit 
 And must be replaced 

 If NO Hush Button – Replace the Unit! 
 
Solid Wire Connection 

 Must have a backup battery, generally a regular 9 volt battery, 10 year battery is not required 
 Must be continuously connected to 110-volt power (not acceptable to be plugged into an outlet 
 Must have a Hush Button feature 

 
Battery Only Units 

 Must have a lithium power cell, 10 year battery 
 Must have Hush Button feature 

 
Alarm System with Smoke Detectors 

 Must have a silencing feature – able to be temporarily silenced and automatically reset 
 
Exemptions 

 Photoelectric smoke alarms, which activate a photocell to trigger the alarm 
 Multipurpose alarms, such as combination smoke/fire/carbon monoxide alarms 

 
Tips to Identify a Unit 

 Two buttons and a continuously lit light 
 Unit is likely a solid wire with a Hush Button 

� The correct type 
 One button and a light 

 No Hush Feature 
� Replace the unit 

 No test or Hush Button 
� Replace the unit 

 Buzzer sound – a buzzer sound indicates the unit does not have a battery backup 
Replace the unit 

 High pitch chirp or warble – indicates a battery or battery backup unit 
 Check the battery, should have a lithium power cell 10-year battery installed if battery only unit 

 
Maintenance Tips 

 Replace any ionization smoke detector that is 10 or more years old (most are dated) they become less effective with age 
 Replace the batteries regularly, at least yearly (we recommend batteries be changed for the transaction) 
 10-year battery units should be replaced when the battery dies 
 Replace any unit that has been exposed to a fire or excessive smoke 

 
*You can purchase these inexpensively at Jerry’s or Home Depot 
*Please call us if you need assistance with this 
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